
GRAND PRIZE - $200 
4 RUNNER UP PRIZES  - $50 each 
All winners will meet with Sergio Aragones, cartoonist 
for MAD Magazine

The top 20 entries will win a day trip to visit the Channel 
Islands National Marine Sanctuary at Santa Cruz Island**

CARTOON CONTEST
Win Great Prizes and Protect the Ocean*

Entries due Friday, May 12, 2006 at 5:00 PM

*Contest is for 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grade students only.
**Weather permitting.

Create a cartoon strip and you can win:Create a cartoon strip and you can win:

GRAND PRIZE - $200
and your cartoon strip on MST buses

RUNNER UP PRIZES - 
include Monterey Bay Aquarium Adventures
(Underwater Explorers, Science Under Sail, tickets to 

aquarium, gift certifi cates to aquarium gift store)

Entries due Friday, March 16, 2007 at 5:00 PM

For contest information and rules visit: http://montereybay.noaa.gov/educate/meritoFor contest information and rules visit: http://montereybay.noaa.gov/educate/merito

*Contest is for 5th-12th grade students only.



Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary & Monterey Bay Aquarium
Cartoon Contest Rules

Purpose: The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary (MBNMS) is a protected area of ocean waters and home to one of the most
diverse ecosystem in the world, including 33 marine mammal species, 94 seabird species, 345 fish species, and numerous
invertebrates and plants. It is the nation's largest marine protected area stretching from Marin to Cambria, with 276 miles of shoreline
and 5,322 square miles of ocean, extending an average distance of 30 miles from shore. At its deepest point, the sanctuary reaches
down 10,663 feet (more than two miles).The sanctuary's primary goal is the protection of the natural and cultural resources
contained within its boundaries. The mission of the non-profit Monterey Bay Aquarium (MBA) is to inspire conservation of the
oceans. The purpose of this cartoon contest is to create a series of characters in a cartoon strip to promote the importance of water
quality and protection of the watershed that leads to the ocean.The cartoon characters will also be used on bilingual materials
developed by MBNMS and MBA with an emphasis on the Latino audience.

Theme: The cartoon strip MUST in some way support the theme of protecting our watersheds, ocean and the Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary. Cartoons can be animals or people. See http://montereybay.noaa.gov/ for information on MBNMS.

Eligibility: Entrants must be in 5th-12th grade and live in the Monterey or Santa Cruz Counties. Multiple entries are acceptable.

Prizes:
• Grand Prize: $200 cash, artwork displayed on Monterey-Salinas Transit buses and MBNMS's Multicultural Education

for Resource Issues Threatening Oceans (MERITO) website.
• 5th-8th grade:1st place receives four passes to the Monterey Bay Aquarium and one pass to MBA's Underwater Explorers

Program. 2nd place receives four passes to the Monterey Bay Aquarium and a $25 gift card to the bookstore. 3rd place
receives four passes to the Monterey Bay Aquarium.

• 9th-12th grade: 1st place receives four passes to the Monterey Bay Aquarium and two passes to MBA's Science Under Sail
Program. 2nd place receives four passes to the Monterey Bay Aquarium and a $25 gift card to the bookstore. 3rd place
receives four passes to the Monterey Bay Aquarium.

• Creators of the top 20 entries will be invited (with two family members) to attend the Monterey Bay Aquarium's Día del
Niño/Earth Day celebration on April 15, 2007 to participate in a training session with a professional cartoonist followed by
the Cartoon Contest Awards Ceremony.

• Teacher prize: The teacher with the most student entries will receive $100 cash.

Entry requirements:
• A minimum of 3 cartoon characters in a cartoon strip must be developed including a minimum of 4 boxes in the strip.
• Entries must have the form below glued or taped on the back of the entry or submitted with the digital entry.
• Entries must be in color and may be done in any media (i.e. pastel, paint, colored pencil, ink or computer generated) but
may not be 3 dimensional or collage.

Digital entries:
• All digital entries must be 300 DPI.
• Work can be done in any software program but must be submitted as a PDF. No other formats will be accepted.
• Entries must be submitted on a CD in a case or sleeve with the form attached or e-mailed to cristy.cassel@noaa.gov.
Due date: Friday, March 16 at 5 pm.
Where to submit entries: Entries can be submitted digitally by attaching a PDF file and the signed form (scan once signed) and
sending to cristy.cassel@noaa.gov or mailed to Cristy Cassel, MBNMS, 299 Foam Street, Monterey, CA 93940. For further information call
Cristy Cassel at 831-647-4215.

ENTRY FORM (Attach one copy per entry)
Student Name ___________________________________School_________________________________________
Student Address________________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________ Cell _______________________________________
Teacher____________________________________________ Grade________

I hereby grant the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and the Monterey Bay Aquarium the non-exclusive right to use, reproduce,
publish, and display my (or my child's) artwork for any purpose consistent with the mission of Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and
Monterey Bay Aquarium. I understand that the artwork will not be returned and that there will be no compensation for the artwork. I also
understand that the artwork will become the property of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and the Monterey Bay Aquarium
and will not be returned.
___________________________________ ___________________________________________________
Student Signature Date Parent (or guardian) Signature Date
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